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THE WOODVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 

Plan Summary 
The Woodville neighborhood is an established neighborhood that dates to the 1870ôs. The neighborhood has seen much change in that time. 

Originally an unincorporated area outside the city of Savannah, it has been slowly annexed within the city limits. 

 

Over the last year and half the Woodville neighborhood associationðthe Woodville Community Action Organizationðhas been working with 

the cityôs Community Planning and Development Department to create a vision of what the residents would like to see the neighborhood  

become in the future. City staff compiled information to create a view of existing conditions within the community. Staff then worked with the 

neighborhood association to develop an action plan with goals, objectives, and strategies that will guide the neighborhood forward. 

 

The following goals were created in the action plan process: 

A neighborhood that provides economic opportunities, in appropriate areas, to residents to reduce poverty and increase self-sufficiency. 

A neighborhood consisting of safe and decent housing that is of an appropriate density, conforms to the current zoning, is compatible 

with the existing housing styles, and affordable for all who wish to make Woodville home.  

A neighborhood that is free of crime and has safe traffic conditions for visitors and residents.  

A neighborhood that has sufficient infrastructure in good condition. 

A neighborhood that has appropriate space to develop and offer opportunities for recreation and leisure which enrich the quality of life 

for all citizens, and to efficiently manage the public resources placed under its stewardship.  

A neighborhood that is healthy and free of environmental hazards. 

A neighborhood with land use and zoning standards that support and maintain the predominately residential and traditional character of 

the Woodville neighborhood, while allowing commercial land uses at appropriate locations along West Bay Street.  

 

Plan Document Overview 
The Woodville Neighborhood Plan is organized into four sections:  

Introduction 

Existing Conditions 

Action Plan 

Implementation Plan  

 

The first section introduces the reader to the neighborhood planning process and the Woodville community. Secondly, the existing conditions 

report looks at Census data, 2010 survey results, and other data items that are relevant to the completion of the plan. The action plan was resident

-driven with input from city staff on developing achievable goals, objectives and strategies. The implementation plan looks at how the plan can 

be implemented upon adoption by city council. Cost estimates for various objectives should be developed as the implementation plan is carried 

out to best reflect current conditions. 
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Woodville Community Vision 
 

The Woodville Community will be a safe, healthy, environmentally friendly 

community where residents are engaged in uplifting each other spiritually, so-

cially and economically while cherishing our cultural heritage and promoting 

our significant history. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Purpose of the Neighborhood Plan 
 

The purpose of this plan is to act as a guide for development and improvements within the Woodville neighborhood. This plan speaks to the  

vision that the residents have to grow into the 21st Century. The City of Savannahôs Community Planning and Development Department worked 

closely on the development of the plan with neighborhood residents and the neighborhood association.  

 

The plan addresses existing conditions in the neighborhood. Taking into account these conditions led to the development of an action plan that 

will be used to implement projects and improvements within the neighborhood. The plan is a partnership between the city and the neighborhood 

association in taking the necessary steps to improve the quality of life for residents of Woodville.  

 

The second purpose of the Woodville Neighborhood Plan is to meet the requirements of Title 36, Chapter 61 of the Code of Georgia, as 

amended, known as the Urban Redevelopment Law. Compliance with this law grants certain powers to the City of Savannah that are necessary 

to carry out redevelopment activities in the area.  

 

 

 

The Planning Process 
 

The planning process was started by city staff performing a conditions survey on all parcels within the Woodville neighborhood. This survey 

gave staff information that could be used to determine what issues existed in the neighborhood. Once the survey data and demographic data were 

collected, city staff started working with a planning committee established by the neighborhood association. Driven by the wishes of the 

neighborhood, an action plan was created for implementing the needs of the community. This action plan was vetted by relevant city depart-

ments to ensure that everything in the plan could be accomplished.  

 

Once City Council adopts the plan, the document moves into the implementation phase. Implementation will take place through a  partnership 

between the city, neighborhood association, and other entities to ensure that the plan is implemented in a timely manner. The action plan is    

intended to last five years after adoption.  

CREATING THE  NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN 
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The Woodville Neighborhood Plan Area is contained by West Bay Street on the north; Louisville Road on the south; I-516 or Lynes Parkway on 

the east; and Market Street, US Highway 80 and the Dundee canal on the west.  

 

Two distinct areas are within the plan area boundaries. The plan primarily focuses on the Woodville community which lies west of the rail line 

adjacent to Old West Lathrop Avenue.  East of the rail line lies several large parcels, including the former Francis Bartow property owned by the 

Housing Authority of Savannah. 

NEIGHBORHOOD LOCATION 
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